Gmag article - English translation
From the early age of 12, the artist Mia Pearlman realized that she would follow the road of art. She was “obsessed with colors, the precise wallpaper pattern in each room, the exact placement of throw pillows on the bed, the specific texture of a leaf, etc." When other girls her age imagined themselves as ballerinas or successful lawyers, Pearlman had already realized that she could coexist only with art, so she enrolled in LaGuardia High School, aka the Fame School.

In 2003, she began the “Breath Painting” series, completed in 2006. That same year she began a new body of work entitled “Cloudscapes”, in which she tried to depict the continuous motion of clouds. In 2007 Pearlman’s Cloudscapes evolved into unusual and complex installations made of paper, her latest obsession. These site specific cut paper installations bring to mind climbing cardboard plants or fluffy air masses.

Pearlman defines success as “making work that I’m really excited about and keeps me up at night mulling over ideas. Even though I’m tired and should probably sleep" as she said in an interview. Indeed, she describes the installation of her ‘paperworld’ as a 2-3 day dance during which she swirls around errors, trials and moments of creative elation.

As opposed to the beginning of her career, she now thinks less and works more instinctively. Her inspiration comes from nature, images encountered in everyday life and creations of her own imagination. Since college she has kept a piece of cardboard inscribed with a quote by the writer James Baldwin: "The purpose of art is to reveal the questions that have been hidden by the answers.” And this is also Pearlman’s philosophy: to discover the secret image that has been covered by another bigger and more obvious image, and to explore the moment between creation and destruction. These ongoing questions govern an artist who wants to create and continually surpass herself. 
